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Program Notes

Freeflow Phoenix is a musical idea that sprouted from the concept of the phoenix, a mythical bird that

erupts in flames only to be born again from its ashes. Three melodic fragments are manipulated and

given new life throughout the piece while the oboe is used to evoke a bird spirit. The “freeflow” aspect

arises from an exploration of ways to break down the bar line, although much of the music has an

obvious pulse.

Performance Notes

The term “free” is used liberally in this piece and is meant to pull the performers away from a rigid

interpretation of the music, particularly in regards to rhythm. “Rising” sections should have a clear

pulse, slightly obscured at times by melodic rhythm and portamento, while the other sections are left to

the judgment of the performers. Some bends or slides are challenging to play on the oboe and clarinet;

an honest effort should be made to slide fluidly between notes but a glissando is acceptable when a

portamento is not possible. The oboe and clarinet notes in the penultimate measure need not match up,

though the final note should be reached at the same time. Piano tremolos are written with a shimmering

effect in mind, created by moving fingers independently so all notes are not struck at once.

Performance materials and recordings are available from the composer.

info@austinshadduck.com

http://austinshadduck.com
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