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Program Notes

Harku began as a study in guitar writing and evolved into a three-movement duet featuring
shakuhachi, an end-blown Japanese flute, and guitar.

A haiku is a short poem of Japanese origin, typically with a seasonal reference, that can be
contained within one breath. In this vein | composed three fleeting soundscapes that seem,
at least to me, to express the beauty of autumn by evoking the season’'s changing colors
and windswept leaves. The titles of the movements come from a haiku | created to give me
direction in writing the music:

Music in autumn—
floating on the breath of time

as a falling leaf.

Performance Notes

This piece is written with the standard 1.8 shakuhachi in mind, although the shakuhachi
may be replaced with a flute. The score contains some instances of Kinko notation, or
specific shakuhachi fingerings represented by katakana. These markings can be ignored by
a flautist. A shakuhachi performer may use the tonguings suggested in the score or play in
the traditional style, which only uses the breath. Two types of grace notes are used. The
ones with a slash are meant to be played before the beat, while those without a slash are
played on it. Tempo markings are only suggestions, and performers need not adhere to
strict and constant tempi. In fact, rubato is desirable.

Recordings and performance materials are available from the composer.
Austin Shadduck
info@austinshadduck.com

http://austinshadduck.com



for Sarah Soller

Haiku

I. Music in autumn
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II. Floating on the breath of time
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